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Anticipating another year of helping thousands of

families in need of energy assistance across the

Commonwealth, the Massachusetts Good Neighbor

Energy Fund held its annual breakfast on November

17, 2006 to kick-off the 2006-07 "Gift the Gift of

Warmth" campaign.

The Salvation Army's Lt.

Colonel Fred Van Brunt 

and James C. Moynihan,

General Manager of North

Attleborough Electric

Department (NAED), wel-

comed the attendees and

emphasized the important

role the Fund plays each

year and its positive impact

throughout the state. "The high costs of living we're

all facing these days presents a challenge for this

year's campaign but I'm confident that we'll continue

the good work of the Fund," said Moynihan. "The key

barometer as to the effectiveness of the Fund each

year is the difference it makes in the lives of families

in need of energy assistance across the state. I'm

proud to say that the Fund assisted more than 3,800

families last year and more than 66,000 since the

Fund was founded some 22 years ago. Moynihan

went on to thank all the participating energy 

companies, The Salvation Army, which administers

the Fund, and, of course, the residents of

Massachusetts for their support of the Fund 

over the years.

In addition to

Moynihan, the kick-off

featured Commissioner

James Connelly of the

Massachusetts Department of

Telecommunications and Energy (MDTE). The

Commissioner spoke about efforts by his Department

to make low-income rate discounts more readily

accessible to eligible gas and electric customers.

Joining Commissioner

Connelly on the speaking

program was Melissa Bell,

a Meteorologist with CBS4

in Boston, who gave the

attendees her predictions

on what kind of weather to

expect this winter season.

Lt. Colonel Van Brunt

wrapped up the kick-off by

saying, "No family should go to bed cold this winter.

Let's exceed our goal of $700,000 and provide

warmth to all our neighbors in temporary crisis."

Although all of the Fund's energy sponsors provide a

donation or matching contribution at various points

throughout the year, several sponsors presented their

contributions at the kick-off so that eligible families

in need may be helped immediately. To further assist

those who find themselves in temporary crisis this

winter, sweatshirts and blankets were donated by

those attending the breakfast and will be distributed

by The Salvation Army.
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•  The MA Good Neighbor Energy Fund

is available to any Massachusetts 

resident who, because of temporary 

financial difficulty, cannot meet 

a month's energy expense and is not

eligible for state or federal 

energy assistance.

• Last year, the MA Good Neighbor 

Energy Fund helped more than 

3,800 families pay an electric, gas 

or oil bill.

•  The goal for the 2006-07 MA Good 

Neighbor Energy Fund campaign is 

$700,000.

•  Since 1985, the Fund has raised 

more than $13.8 million and 

assisted over 66,250 needy families.

•  Sponsoring gas, electric and oil 

companies support their respective 

customers' generosity through 

various giving programs.

•  To qualify for assistance from the 

MA Good Neighbor Energy Fund,

an applicant's gross household 

income must fall between a 

specified percent of the Federal 

Poverty Income Guidelines.

•  This year's maximum Fund 

disbursement is $275 per eligible 

household per heating season
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